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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 133 


[Abstract:] Rec’d. letter in relation to Iron shipment... 
W.P.LL. 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
December 12, 1884 


Sir: 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., stating that the last two shipments of 
bullion from the Charlotte Assay Office contains so much iron that no assay can be made that 
will accurately determine the amount of pure gold and silver in the bar without removing the iron 
by first melting and fluxing with nitre. I will call the attention of the Assayer-in-Charge at 
Charlotte to the presence of iron in some of the gold bars forwarded by him to your Mint, and to 
pages 8 and 9 of the instructions, which authorize deductions in such cases to be made from the 
weight of the deposit, to make good the Melter and Refiner’s anticipated loss, and cautions him 
to make similar deductions and perhaps impose a toughening charge upon such deposits. The 
mode of treating a deposit must, under the law and regulations be decided by the officers of your 
Mint in each particular case, but if additional deductions or toughening charges are made by your 
Mint, in the adjustment of the Charlotte accounts, the loss would fall upon the Government, and, 
therefore, I would advise you not to impose a toughening charge in the cases to which you refer. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


